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I take the bowl, showing her I can mimic
her style and rhythm, if not her grace,
as the dough softens and ceases to stick,

el uLél I see that I have pleased her.
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As I watch, her fingers sift the golden flour;

I take the bowl she hands me,

gesturing that I should continue the blending
as she adds a little oil.

My husband's mother pantomimes the motions
because we share only a few words;

but her supple hands speak well,

and I know how to follow their instructions

My father's aunts had used their fingers

to blend butter into flour for pie crusts and biscuits,
and I had baked bread with my mother

in our tiny kitchen in Illinois.

With laughing eyes, she splashes cold water

on my startled skin and with large gestures

shows me how to gather the flour and begin to
knead,

but my hand is clumsy, soon coated with sticky
dough.

'Na, vahu' she corrects me and takes the bowl;
her graceful hands, undulating at the wrists,
knead, leaning into the dough rhythmically;
gather, push-turn, gather, push.
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