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what happend to the elephant
the one whose head Shiva stole
to bring his son Ganesh

back to life?

This is child's curiosity,
The rosy imagination

that continues

probing, looking for a way
to believe the fantasy

a way to prolong the story.

If Ganesh could still be Ganesh

With an elephant's head,

Then couldn't the body of that elephant
find another life

with a horse's head-for example?

But now when | gaze
at the framed postcard
of Ganesh on my wall,
| also picture a rotting carcass
of a beheaded elephant
lying crumpled up
on its side, covered with bird shit,
vulture shit-

Oh, that elephant

whose head survived
for Ganesh,
he dies, of course, but the others
in his heard, the hundreds
in his family must have found him.
They stared at him for hours
with their slow swaying sadness...
How they turned and turned
in a circle, with their trunks
facing outwards and then inwards
toward the headless one.

This is a dance,

a group dance
no one talks about.

( From 'Point no point' by Sujata Bhatt)
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Gossamer reasons for love!
Kishor Raval

The colors of sunset reflecting in the water of the Bor Lake appeared as if a young girl, returning from the spring festival of colors, dipped herself in
the water to wash the colors away from her body and thus painted the waters in all the bright colors; a colorful, heady evening that rekindled the
memories of one's youth.

But to Narmad it appeared as if all the color was being drained out of his life. The reason for this was simple enough. His wife Radha, inspired
perhaps by the declaration of independence from American history, had made her own declaration- after 15 years of wedded life and two children she
had said she wanted to call the marriage off!.

The reason for such a declaration was also simple enough. She had fallen in love with Sundar. Narmad got the first germ of doubt in his mind when
Radha started calling this neighbor "Sundar" instead of the formal Sundarbhai.

Narmad came home this particular evening, got rid of his work clothes, put on a fresh pair of khamis and lengha, washed his face with soap and came
to the dining table for supper. His heart rejoiced when he saw the spread. A platter of curried potatoes and onions, khichadi with a generous
sprinkling of black peppers, a bhakhri as crisp as a Parle Biscuit and a bowl of cool, appetizing yogurt. He made a silent prayer to the One who made
this evening a reality.

As he was about to put the first morsel in his mouth, Radha looked at him with an anxious smile and told him. "I have something very important to
tell you. It has been very difficult for me to find and arrange the precise words... so would you let me finish before asking anything?" Narmad gave a
slight nod and asked her with his eyes to proceed.

Radha started. "I have decided to live the rest of my life with Sundar.

"And I don't want anything from you: neither the money, nor the house and not even the children. You may keep all of them. Sundar got a small
raise. It is not much but it is enough for our simple life together. We are going to rent a place at the other end of the town so you and I don't tread on
each other's toes.

"You have never raised your voice in all our life together. You have been sweet and soft and pleasant. You have been a perfect gentleman in any
sense of the term. I am indebted to you for all that.

"And let me tell you I have no quarrel whatsoever, no bones to pick. I am not angry with you.
"If I was angry, I would have had specific reasons; clear, precise and countable on one hand and thus easily itemized. I don't have them.

"The reasons for love are gossamer. No logic can explain it; no word construct can make even a halfway decent job of giving it shape. So I would not
even try it.

"We have lived like good friends-let's part as good friends too and hopefully remain so."
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Narmad could not understand what the morsel in his hand was doing in midair.

"I am not hungry," he said at last. "I will go for a stroll. Maybe that might whet my appetite. Keep the food on the table." He got up, washed his hand
and gargled. He put a pair of chappals on his feet and went out. He took some back roads and, around sunset, found himself at the Bor Lake, juggling
myriad interpretations of colors dancing on the water.

If a competent psychologist were handy, he would have told you in a moment that there wasn't a bit of anger in Narmad, nor was there any kind of
sinking, suffocating despair or numbness in his body. The closest assessment would have been merely that of the curiosity and the objectivity of a
scientist.

One thought kept coming up in his mind over and over again. Since time immemorial, literature, poets, storytellers and-lately-cinemas have sung the
glory of lovers' worlds- applauding them when they meet and shedding tears in their separations. The magic between a man and a woman has been
incontrovertible.

Narmad could not understand why people scoffed when one of the lovers was married to someone else. Wasn't the chemistry, after all, still the same?
The sexual force that attracted and drew people close together was unchanged.

The problem arose when someone's rights were trampled upon. Jealousy, property issues about money or children all played a role in spoiling the life
of lovers. And why? Jealousy? Why jealousy? If she is happy, I cannot be anything but happy in her happiness. And we are civilized people. We
have come a long way from the brutes of the Stone Age. We are compassionate and gentle people who should rise above petty selfishness! Otherwise
what have we achieved in all this years?

Others may say that this stupid woman Radha left her husband and children, didn't she think of the impropriety of it all? But certainly if she put aside
all such concerns and took a step like this 'shamelessly' and 'blindly’, her 'gossamer' reasons for love must have been so irresistible and so
impenetrable and so beyond her capacity to handle! What else could the poor girl do?

Narmad thought, "I know that our marriage was an arranged one. But all these years, she gave and gave and gave all her love. I am the witness and I
do not need anyone else to substantiate that for me. If I do not in return stand by her, who else is expected to?

"And if she is so strongly drawn into this torrent of emotions, then it will be a sin to even try and stop her.

"God forbid and her affair gets into doldrums and she finds this wasn't the right thing after all, I would like to be close to her for support and to help
bring her back to normalcy.

"And whenever something like this happens, people talk about society. But they don't know how flexible this so-called inflexible society actually is.
Society may put on a mask of disapproval for a while, but ultimately it smiles and says 'That's a cute way of doing things. Hmmmph!'-and adds this
as a new idea in its repertoire.

"Some man with keen understanding of the human psyche has already prepared us by creating the character of this woman Draupadi in the
Mahabharata with her 5 husbands who all lived in complete harmony! If they could live in accord some 5000 years back, it's high time we adopt their
method in today's world."

The last piece of the jigsaw fitted. He trekked his way home. It was 11 o'clock when he reached home. "Well, Radha, I am hungry now."

While having his late supper he proposed. "See Radha, Sundar is a good soul and a wonderful companion. I like him myself, so I am not at all
surprised about your decision.

"I have nothing against simple living but it is not necessary at all. My income leaves a tidy sum every month after all the expenses. My earnings I can
still put in your hands as I have been doing all this years. So there is nothing to worry about my money and Sundar's money.

"We have a spare room that we use for our guests... Suppose I move there. Despite what you told me, I know you love our children and would like to
be close to them. This way, I would get to be there near them, too. If any of us need any help, we are all together. Our children may be uneasy in the
beginning-but once they see the love and respect amongst us, they will be comfortable. And other people? You weren't worried about them, so why
should I be?

"So-why can't we be happy in this one house and live without any anxiety, worries and full of joy as we've done so far? How does that sound?"

Radha raised her eyes. Her face was tear-stained. She was thunderstruck and speechless. When she got her voice back, she asked, "I don't understand
this at all. Could you elaborate, please? Why? Why would you do that?"
Narmad merely smiled, "The reasons for love are gossamer."
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V' Bigger than all Paris

Kishor Raval

' Ramesh was a very polite man and hated 4-letter words, particularly the last 4 letters of his name -'mesh’ which
spelled 'soot' in Gujarati. It was very close to his complexion. You would definitely not call him handsome and as a matter of fact, you may hesitate
calling him plain. Let's say that his was a face only his mother could love. But then what else could she do? She is the one who brought him up on a
strict diet of ghee and sugar, which made him plump as a pumpkin.

For about one and half years Ramesh worked as an apprentice in 'Paris Hair Cutting Saloon' (In India they are always hair cutting saloons, not
salons) and had become a very proficient hair cutter. He could expertly wield a pair of scissors in either hand as the job required. The proprietor of
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the shop Balu had allowed Ramesh to shave Balu's octagonal jaw for more than a month now and happy about the progress, he had upgraded him to
serve customers. If you wonder 'wouldn't shaving be taught before hair cutting?' you would, of course, be quite wrong. You see a haircut is more
forgiving than a shave. Let me count the ways. The customers see only half the mistakes. Most of those mistakes can be corrected or just glossed over
by shaming the customer into believing that they are not update about the latest 'fashin'. A mistake during shaving causes a bloody affair too difficult
to hide. How can you cover a bleeding, naked jaw! In addition, people of the town will laugh and say, "so! You really did find a real butcher of a
barber!"

Ramesh knew the latest fashion and gifted himself with a Clark Gable mustache. What puzzled him was what kind of a clerking this Clark had done
to make him so famous!

When Ramesh went to the saloon, he was in full form But outside, he was like a deflated balloon. A constant worry lurked at his heart whether he
would ever find a bride.

He used to dream of the glories of bygone days when one's uncle (on mother's side or father's side, doesn't matter) or even one's neighbor's uncles
could go get him engaged to a pretty girl without his personal presence. How wonderful! These days, in the mid twentieth century, an evil wind had
blown only God knows from where and the girls would insist on seeing the boy before getting engaged. One girl took one look at Ramesh and said
she had a childhood phobia for footballs. Ramesh was more incensed than crushed.

Ramesh's was an age when one wanted either to take the world by the horns and lay it flat defeated on the ground or to take refuge from this cruel,
unfeeling and callous world by removing oneself altogether and let the stupid world repent the loss.

But the One who gives life also gives the wherewithal to endure its life's shortcomings. Ramesh had a group of friend who were similarly suffering,
sympathetic, unmarried and un-marriageable: Mangu, Jadu, Jesang and Pitarai (which means cousin). Pitrai's real name was Pitambar but on a fun
evening the name Pitarai was attached to him and it stuck. Every evening, without fail, they would meet at Nanu Panwala's pan-shop for a post-
prandial pan at seven o'clock. They would then go either for a filam or to the play-house if there was a new play. Otherwise they would go sit by the
lake in the middle of the town and discuss this and that and the rest of the world.

"This Ashok Kumar is an idiot. When he was getting a pretty girl like Lila Chitnis why did he have to be so stupidly hair-splitting? He would
certainly have lost her if his younger, more astute brother did not rescue him." In their discussions of movies they always used the names of actors
and actresses, for, you know, the characters they played in movies always had different names in each movie and that made discussions using the
names of the characters so confusing!

Sometimes they would discuss mesmerism, talisman and the magic potions. Someone had told them that if you could grab a handful of dust right
under the shadow of a flying hawk and sprinkled it on a girl, she would be yours for life. The friends went to the open pasture grounds chasing
shadows and tired themselves out.

There never was a time when one of them was not in the blues. This turned the discussions, quite naturally, to the subject of instruments of suicide.
The merits of various poisons were researched, discussed and noted. Once they thought of using the gun that was used in the local playhouse to
signify the opening of the curtain. And then they found the gun was a mere noisemaker and would hardly prick even the softest of bananas. Once,
Pitarai went to the lake at night to end his life by drowning. As he was about to dive in, he saw, in the dim moonlight, something that resembled a
crocodile in the waters-this scared him off, making the nights mission impossible.

But very often they spent evenings untangling the mystery of men and women. Over a period of time they had collected assorted (pictorial or
otherwise) literature on the subject. Only Mangu had access to a cupboard with a lock so this cupboard became their repository of the esoteric
knowledge.

One day Ramesh went to Jadu's house and found that Jadu's mother had sent him out for some vegetables. She asked Ramesh to wait since Jadu was
expected back shortly. So Ramesh sat outside looking at people coming and going in the street with a hope to see a face as pretty as the full moon .
That alone would be a great satisfaction.

While he waited, his sharp ears detected the soft sobbing of a girl with a silver-bell voice coming from the house next door You may ask me how,
from the soft sobbing could one discern that the quality of voice? And you are most welcome. You see, any idiot can make out that it was the sound
of sobbing and specifically, the sound of a girl sobbing. Ramesh was dreaming some sweet dreams so what else could he imagine about this sobber-
behind-the-wall?

Innumerable youths have clamored for space in the pages of history books when they beheld a princess crying by the riverbank. Could Ramesh be
any different? If this was a movie, he surely would have sung "I know not whither drifteth my boat today", pushed closed doors open and rowed his
boat in.

If it were the days of chivalry, the days of Rana Pratap, he would have broken the door down and shouted, "Who is the villain who broke your heart,
young maiden? Who made your pearly tears to be wasted on the sands? Just point him out to me and I will make him history."

If this was Greece, he would have galloped his way in on a black horse, lifted the girl in his sinuous arms, rushed miles away to a mountaintop,
embraced her (and give her an irresistible kiss) and brightened up her face.

But this was Bhavanagar in the now independent India, full of restraint and righteousness. If someone is crying in her house and if you do not know
who the players are, nor have you heard their previous dialog, you sit back and silently suffer. That is what Ramesh did and waited for Jadu. It wasn't
long before Jadu came back with a satchel of vegetables from the market. His mother had kept the tea ready for the two friends. They sat outside
sipping their teas.



aogUdll AL Sl RHIRAS AW 2000 9
EXIERICL)] 22

Ramesh asked softly, "Hey, Jadu, I heard someone crying in the house next door. Who could that be?" "Oh, that? That's a daily thing. It must be the
girl Samaju. Every other day, she goes through this jig. We are so deeply mired in our own problems. Who has the time for her?" A complete stoic!

"But why? Why does she do that?" "Oh too sensitive! I see no reason why she should be unhappy! The suitors come to see her with an intent to
marry, but in two or three days they send the message that the planets do not match or that they have postponed looking for a bride for the time while
their mothers were dying etc. She takes the rejection to her heart and weeps as if lamenting after her long-gone father."

Ramesh thought of Ashok Kumar. Didn't he leave that poor Lila Chitnis for no reason whatsoever? People must be showing similar lack of
understanding in the case of Samaju. What a wonderful name was Samaju (which meant 'so understanding' in Gujarati)!

"So why do people reject her?" Ramesh was brimming with curiosity.

Jadu laughed out loud, "If you had seen her just once, you would not ask the question at all. See, when she was a young girl, she got trampled over
by a cow. As a result she got this button nose-not in a pretty sense at all, her jaw was rearranged slightly to the left and two teeth jutted out. Mind
you, she has a fair complexion. One suitor commented after seeing her that 'if you darken her face with fine charcoal dust and gave her a pan to eat
which would make her mouth red, she would look like that Goddess Kalika who ate the demons alive with her tiger-like fangs'. The story made its
way back to Samaju. And that broke her heart."

Ramesh thought that somebody should make a camera that took pictures of people's hearts so that others could see a person's true beauty. Oh, how
wonderful that would be! His heart ached for Samaju. He was eager to meet this mystery woman.

He got the chance in two days. Well, not exactly! He created his chance. Jadu had gone out of town to see his uncle. At four o'clock Jadu's mother
went to Jashonath temple for prayers, socializing and gossiping with other ladies her age. Ramesh took a book with him. Not the kind of book we
mentioned earlier. This was a book of poems about pining lovers.

Of course, there was no one at Jadu's place. So he knocked on Samaju's door. The door opened in a few moments and a person that matched Jadu's
description stood behind the door. She asked, "Come in please. Who are you looking for?" Silver bells!! He could not believe that such a pleasant
voice could come from such a source. But immediately it made sense to him; pretty the lotuses grew out of mud in a pond.

"I came to give this book back to Jadu. But no one seems to be home. Could I leave it with you? When he comes, please give it to him."

Samaju, the perfect hostess, bestowed on him the best smile she could muster, "Of course. But come inside, please. My hands are dirty. Please sit in
the verandah. I will be with you in a jiffy." Silver bell music: the music that could blend with any rhythm on a pair of tabalas, be it Kerva, Dipchandi
or ek-taal, the music that could please in any raga at any time of the day!

Ramesh was not in a hurry at all. He sat watching Samaju giving finishing touches to the colorful design she had painted near the entrance to their
small courtyard-An artis too! He watched entranced at her lithe, supple and graceful body and liked what he saw. Samaju introduced herself as she
worked, "I am Samaju." Ramesh could not resist making a pun on her name and said, "I am myself 'so understanding' too!" and both laughed out
aloud. Ramesh introduced himself and said, "I work in a haircutting saloon."

Samaju's eyes went wide with amazement, "Oh, so you must be meeting all sorts of people there?"

Ramesh commented, "Oh yes, I can put my hands on their skulls and make out all skull-duggery going on inside, I am getting to be quite good at
that!" 'So understanding' Samaju liked his joke and gave a precious laugh in acknowledgment. Ramesh thought that that indeed was a really good
joke, a joke he shuld remember and decided to join her in the laughter. Oh, they laughed and laughed. Samaju finally washed her hands off. "I will
make a cup of tea, I will be back." Ramesh tried to dissuade her but this time she was not 'so understanding' at all. She said, "Jadu Bhai will be cross
if I did not look after his guests. We must maintain good relations with our neighbors, mustn't we?"

"I wish I was your neighbor," Ramesh did not know how these words slipped out of his mouth. Samaju was a wise girl. "Nobody said we should not
maintain good relations with people who are not neighbors!" Chirping like a squirrel, Samaju went inside the house and came back with a plateful of
snacks. Again she went in. Ramesh heard the kerosene stove being started. Very soon Samaju came out with a steaming cup of tea sitting on a saucer.
Ramesh thought that he could sit there listening to her for hours and even looking at her. Not bad, not bad at all!

Ramesh poured some tea in the saucer and offered it to Samaju, "Tea is more fun when you share it with a friend" Samaju got the emphasis on the
word 'friend' and her fair face turned a few shades redder.

Sipping tea, Ramesh submitted his credentials. "I learned my art in just a couple of years. I am equally speedy with my customers without their
feeling rushed at all. People that have came under my hands once will not want anyone else. If I am not in the shop, they will take a walk and come
back. Only when they were sure that I was there, would they come in." Then he gave a discourse on how to match the length of the side-burns with
the shape of the head, merits of using gum, Vaseline or butter to shape mustaches as seasons change, classification of pigtails Brahmins kept on their
otherwise shaven heads et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. He could not understand how easily he parted with such closely guarded trade-secrets. Then he
said, "Samaju Ben, can I tell you a secret?" (Being a polite man he used the polite form of addressing her.)

Samaju said, "I am not comfortable being adderessed as Samaju Ben. Jadu Bhai calls me Samaju and you are his friend so you must call me Samaju
too" (This is the Gujarati equivalent of first name basis!)

This got rid of the thorny item that was bugging Ramesh and he heaved a sigh of relief. "Well, Samaju, I am going to open a saloon of my own. I
have looked up a place, which is very central, and I have a good deal on the rent. I am looking for a suitable name. Nothing has so far struck me-"

Samaju said, "Can I suggest something? How about Eiffel Hair Decorator?"
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Ramesh jumped with joy, "That's it. That's just it! Eiffel, taller than all Paris. You dood it, you dood it! Samaju, dood you did." and then he added,

"and underneath that in red letters 'Bal Kalakar Ramesh Vaghela'."('The hair artist Ramesh Vaghela' for you. It's quite musical in the vernacular.
Something is always lost in translation, tsk, tsk.)

When the friends next met by the pond, Ramesh's announcement brought about instant pin-drop silence for a few seconds. Jadu said, "Not that
Kalika." Ramesh rebuked him, "You have to be careful in your choice of words when you talk about your future sister-in-law, mind you."

Mangal said, "Yar, you took a hasty step. You could easily get someone like Lila Chitanis. Just wait a little longer." Pitrai said, "You will regret it."
Jesang said, "I can't let a friend drown and watch without trying to tow him out." For one hour they endeavored to dislodge him from this self-
annihilating decision.

Ramesh finally could take it no more. He shouted, "One minute, just one minute. Quiet everyone. Let me say my piece." There was a hush.

"I spent about an hour with Samaju that day and I have never felt so excited, happy and relaxed all at the same time ever before in my life. I don't
care about Ashok Kumar, nor about Lila Chitanis. If you find a girl better than Samaju, you are welcome.

"Samaju is so understanding. I found happiness and I am not going to let it slip away from me. So stop trying to be so helpful. Just get your festive
garbs out, washed, starched and ironed. The haircut is on the house.

"Good night and Jai Hind."
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Viraf KapadiA The kind of writing this story ('kevi hashe ne kevi nai' May 2000) deals with is within the range of some million things I like.
(But there are also million things I do not get excited about.) ...the story's title (kevi hashe ne kevi nai Jul 2000) is also well
chosen, taken from Jhaverchand Meghani's poem "Maani Yaad". The poem stirs my heart! You have not only read the poem,
but also creatively and aptly used its reference.
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July issue of Kesuda is a new land mark. It has new features and patterns. New poets who excelled in poetry have shifted to
Hiku. Fresh poetry has made its entrance. Getting new musical voices is a good achievement. Your ...translations (they are
really fresh new compositions) are very good.

Your stories have their excellence - one is humourous and the other one very touching. How do you remember all things
bright and beautiful and how can you render them so well in Gujarati? That is where you are doing the best.

Kalpadrum and Ambalal Raval pieces were the translatiuons that read like the originals.
Your Hiku on Coffee was good.
New poets and their poems are touching and imaginative. Shamma's response and her own poem are good.

The Indianisation of Coffee Shop and invitations to render Gujarati equivalents and to appreciate international contributions
(in maro mamaro) to Indian culture are novel features of this issue.

Kesuda has helped Bhanu to surf the computer. The poems and Stories were read by Bhanu on her own.

In an otherwise good issue, the technology has created some transcription errors - you must have noticed them -is there any
way of correcting them now? The Real Audio seems to have a problem - it does not play.

This time (July 2000) "Kesuda" is so much better. I have just gone through it... my Parsi friends (in Pune) and their friends
and their friends' friends here are all enjoying it. "Ha, ha , ha..." Did you hear that?

As for using Bapuji’s (Jhavaerchand Meghani's) literary material in your magazine Kesuda, you are most welcome to do so,
and there is hardly any need for ‘parvanagi’ for you. You are doing a creatively fine work by presenting on internet chosen
pieces of litearature and art through this little endeavour about which we all must have a high appreciation. If Bapuji’s
literature can enrich Kesuda, we would be happy. Mahendrabhai’s son Gopal (who looks after some of the books) joins me in
this sentiment.

I wanted to see Kesuda on the net which I could do only this morning Although I could not get Gujarati characters on the
screen, I could read the readers’ feedback and the fine illustrations so very well laid out and I could not help thinking that I
was looking at something very tastefully presented. It reminded me of Kumar of yesteryears and that you had imbibed so
much of Ravikaka’s talent. If my guess is correct, many of the illustrations are also your creations. These are very good.

Axl " Pugstst’ <l ardl aizfl 24 vien o 1 2l Ul 2aui ain AR 2al aldoll Guasll 2 s2ia sa ol % 21515 {ad [Asdle
118, qeldl ©.

I finally got around reading the story ('My Daughter #2' July 2000). Even if it is fictional (Why doubts?), a marvelous
characterization of the National psyche then and even today! Irony is that those homeless people are now enjoying the fruits of
their years of hard work while those busybodies have remained wretched. Good job.

I read mothers' day story. It was the best story I have ever read! So touching to swap the mother and and not the daughter.

Your story 'Biji Dikri' is very good and heart-warming... again such a nice realtionship between husband and wife. She
understands so quickly husband's pain and acts on it thinking ahead of her husband...very few husband-wife have such a great
relatinship.

HIRLA L oLl S 0 wRL MRS dl SLSML % Sy !
Al SHL 99y, ol OLRAL.
sladl odll A sdl. sl sEa1aLil a-l sl stell-l viedl U Adi Adl diiziin Bidl Hdl 289 Glell asald, v 1y,

LIRS, Aot 8 o 013 otsSeL divlaldl-l Ball-izs AmLae{l dle viud] 9L, . UEL WA d uSal 83L5l A AR St UR sl olldl
UL

Al el 249 s[ActizAil wer Hos Hsll. 7 stell AgARR Al sudl Aetnaanl ez wil oda.

I am very impressed with your paintings on the site... the one in the poem 'deli' -by Ashok Vidhwans it is out of this world!
(actualy the painting is of Khadki and not deli)

I am also surprised by very matured writing of ms. Parul Mehta I want to write to her complementing on her writing. I have
not read a poem in recent times that have excited me like this one. Please convey her my congratulations.

I liked what Shamma has written. To some extent it is remminiscent to our experience in Australia when we arrived in 1970.
That time Australians didn't know what 'chili' is, only spices available were black pepper and english mustard paste; peas,
beans. potato and carrot were the only vegetables... and were considered 'salad' to accompany meat dishes. We started growing
veges and methi bhaji in backyard. The customs had hell of a time to figure out the red, yellow and brown spices we received
in seamail parcel from home upon which we were dependant for our cooking. ... A far cry from present day situation; now
Indian restaurants are in every shopping centre and vege cooking shows on every TV channel.
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I read your story "Ame to Banvagarna". It is just excellent. Your words for describing Bhavnagar are astonishing. I feel that I
am once again in Bhavnager for a while like after a long time.
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