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George V

Kishor Raval

English version of the original Gujarati story
that appeared in May issue (#29).

This is a story my father told me, about the
days when the sun shone brightly on the
British Empire all twenty-four hours with
not a single coffee break, and when George
the Fifth having brought the world to its
knees ruled it..
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I do not wish fo tie you up here talking
about the Stewart and the Windsor families.
I never had anything to do with George the
Fifth and see no reason why I shall ever be
dealing with him— not now, not ever in any
distant horizon.

What I do want to talk about is a 100%
svadeshi, Indian, indigenous, very much a
native son of our land, George the fifth. But
as a prelude to that I must first talk about
the stunning Stella Bai, (or Ma'am Stella to
the uninitiated) who lived next door to us.
Originally Stella Bai's parents were from
Goa. They were recent converts to
Christianity, who changed their names and
moved fo our area.

From time immemorial, however much
covered a woman's body may be, it never
failed in attracting male attention. So when
Stella Bai went shopping, her fair
complexion, her uncovered head without a
veil drawn in front, hair that floated like a
dark luscious monsoon cloud, the pink of her
cheeks, the lips seductively painted
vermilion, breasts that jiggled under her
dress wanting to be free, bare shoulders,
and her long hands naked from the tips of
her fingers right up to her armpits,
seductively bare calves below her knees, all
that glowing skin that beckoned one to go
touch it — if not physically at least
metaphorically — and the killer eyes that
haunted you, you could hear a sudden pin-
drop silence in the main bazaar-.
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A few years back, Stella Bai found a new
husband who was just a perfect match for
her. His name was George, he worked as a
Locomotive Engineer in the Bhavnagar State
Railways. He was a handsome, fair, smiling,
be-mustached  Anglo-Indian. Locomotive
Engineers were always invariably Christians
because the English Gora-Sahebs firmly
believed that Hindus had no aptitude for
understanding machinery. If something went
wrong, they would either get an exorcist or
a priest who carried out ritualistic pooja to
appease the planets that roamed in the sky,
distributed and ate sweets. Only Christians
took a spanner and tightened the bolts or oil
the slides. They spoke English fluently, they
ate the same food as the English and drank
the same heady stuff that the English could.
The bonding with the Gora-Sahebs was
easier for them. So these jobs that paid well
went invariably to the Christians.

This George was no ordinary George, he was
Stella Bai's fifth husband and all of Stella
Bai's prior husbands were also Georges.
Some idle mind sitting by the bank of our
town's pond and chewing pan suddenly had a
brain wavel "Hey guys, he too can be
rightfully called '‘George the Fifth', can't
he?" and the name stuck. Let London cry its
heart out!

You must be itching to know how it was
possible for Stella Bai to have five husbands
and all named George! Your curiosity, I quite
understand. Just sit back and relax. The
tale is rather longish.
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Stella was a daughter of poor parents. The
parents found the first George, when they
had no inkling that there were others to
follow, got Stella married to him and heaved
a sigh of relief once they were free of this
great parental liability. After all when you
have a stunning, young daughter who
overnight bloomed into a Delilah, you would
not want a Samson to come about and ruin
her life as Samsons are known to do. Stella
and George were a happy couple. George I
worked with the feudal rulers, looked after
the comforts of Gora Sahebs and worked as
an interpreter, a deal-maker. He got paid
well for his work and received many gifts
for his efforts. George had good money and
a good money sense too so the first thing he
did after marriage (well, not the first but
the second thing) was to insure himself for
ten thousand Rupees so that if any thing was
to happen to him, poor Stella should not be
left high and dry...and lo and behold, in a few
years after their marriage something did
happen. George went hunting lions in Gir
forest with his Gora Sahebs, somebody's
stray bullet went astray and took George I
with it.

Stella’'s misery knew no bounds, but every
dark cloud has a silver lining, so this lining
came in the form of ten thousand Rupees
from the insurance company. Stella was sold
on the benefits of insurance. The money
eased her suffering a lot and she thought so
fondly of George I that she decided that if
she was ever to marry again, she would
marry only a George. Anybody other than a
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George will be, to her, like a brother or an
uncle only. And such a Second George she
soon found.

George II was a veterinarian, popularly
known as Ghoda-Daktar, the horse doctor.
He had an office adjacent to the King's
stable where the King kept many a horses.
Everyday there was one or another horse
that got sick as horses sometimes do. Sick
ones were brought fo George II to attend.
He also attend to the parrots and the
parakeets, macaws and the leopard and the
tigers from the zoo, cows and buffalos,
monkeys that fell off the trees and broke
hips. Stella insisted on a twenty thousand
Rupee insurance on George II. She had to
allow for increase in the cost of living.
George II bought a house with a yard where
a chicken coop stood in a corner with half a
dozen chickens clicking and clacking and
laying eggs that hatched into more chicks.
Their diet improved with these. Being a
horse doctor has its advantages. Horses
never knock doors at midnight, they never
complain, not even a teensy-weensy squeak
and if a horse died, no big deal-as a matter
of fact, shooting a horse was an acceptable
practice introduced by the British when
everything else failed. The horse-doctoring
has some pitfalls too. Horses do get rabies,
they bite and you may have an attack of
Tetanus-and that's what happened to George
IT. Twenty thousand rupees was a source of
a great comfort to Stella.
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The two children that came along meanwhile
were also a great comfort to Stellad's
grieving heart. But to handle them single-
handedly was an arduous task. To find a man
who loved the little babes beyond the diaper
stage was not too difficult. Stella Bai found
George III. Bhavnagar port had many a ship
that visited it every day. George III was
captain of a tug boat in the harbor. He
acquired a good supply of liquors from the
visitors, a substantial part of which he sold
to others at profit and thus contributed to
the gaiety and  hilarity in certain
appreciative circles. Stella’s six year old son
was ripe for indoctrination in the game of
cricket so George IIT spent many an
evenings with the boy enjoying the sport.

Stella and George IIT put up a second floor
in the house that gave them a little more
elbow room. A nice lawn in the front became
an instant venue for playing cricket and
entertaining friends. George bought a shiny,
black D.K.W motorbike with some loose
money. The loud motor-bike heralded his
arrival in the fown as he went for errands.
Stella Bai jacked up the insurance. She
started re-enjoying the sweet life. God as
you know is very merciful but as you
probably don't know is sometimes jealous
too. One day either because the liquor was
of a superior grade or two fingers used to
measure it were slightly askew, George IIT
embraced a tree as he was coming home
from work on his D.K.W. To get him to the
hospital with his skull split open was not a
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neat process. He spent the whole night in
pain but never saw the next sunrise.

That miserable, heart-wrenching night
brought George IV to Stella Bai. He was a
doctor, a real M.B.B.S., and not a horse-
associated one. It was Stella that needed
more compassion and understanding than the
patient, and George IV provided that enough
and to spare. He figuratively poured oil on
her stormy emotions, literally he poured gin
down her gullet, and offered a solid shoulder
for Stella fo lean on. Their intimacy led to
frequent visits to each other's houses which
came to an end when they got married.
George IV had a big house so they moved
the garden swing, the hen-house with its
occupants and couple of pigs with a dozen
pesky pinky piglets to the new house. Of
course they took Stella's two cute babies.
Stella sold her old house, put the proceeds
along with insurance money into a bank
account.

This is how Stella Bai, the proud owner of
some forty thousand rupees, came in contact
with my father who was a bank manager. She
often dropped in my father's offices cooing,
"May I come in Mr. Ratibhai?" She wanted to
make sure that her money in the bank
copulated and produced more of the same as
time went by. My father sent for the books
and convinced her that that indeed was the
case. My father had a humorous bent of
mind and he made full use of it in his Public
Relations efforts.
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"An apple day keeps doctor away, but what
to do when the doctor is the dear hubby? I
have a special prescription. 'Five mangoes
with soonth is the healthiest way' “. He
burst out into a guffaw, since he liked his
jokes well. "So how is the family?"

proudly, Stella Bai narrated in detail. "My
son is wholly eight and a quarter years old
and very bheju in the math. My daughter,
the apple of my both eyes, speaks Gujarati
fluently like natives. God knows where she
learnt all that. In the house, we are always
talking in English...."

Then she bared her heart to my father,
figuratively of course. My father was a bank
manager but he loved people and when people
came to open their hearts to him he could
sense what answer would please them and
thus the town had a free psychologist on
hand. Stella Bai said, "Mr. Ratibhai, this
getting married now and again is so
tiresome. Mind you, I have been very happy
with all my husbands but my tender heart
cannot take transitions too well. T wish I did
not have marry again and again." My father
explained her the tfeachings of Bhagavat
Geeta in simple terms. "We believe that
when we pray, we should not expect any
fruits from it, except of course the
mangoes, you know,” — he had to defend
mangoes because he loved them so. "It is
like bribing God. If we buy insurance, it is
like we are challenging him, saying ‘check’. So
All-Powerful that He is, He says ‘check-
matel' Just to show his prowess. So I
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suggest you think twice before you take out
insurance, think well and deep.”

He then added, "Your Bible says covet not
your neighbor's wife, while the Geeta says
covet not any fruit at all in your life." He
could not resist adding, "It's not all lost
when you give up fruits, you can still have
other nice sweet things like mohanathal,
jalebi, dudhi-halwa etc. Ha, ha ha, ha.." He
offered her a warm cup of tea as an
antidote to her malady and packed her off
to her family.

Soon after that, George IV got a rather
mild spell of cold, which soon developed into
worrisome full-strength  pneumonia. Dr.
George told not Stella o worry. "There is a
new magical drug called Penicillin made in
Europe which quickly dispatches pneumonia
away. Fortunately for me it is now available
in Bhavnagar.” He filled up a syringe with the
drug himself and squeezed it into his biceps.
He suddenly gulped, choked, stopped
breathing and before anyone could say
‘Jesus’, he went to see his Maker. What a
horrid medicine was this that killed a mighty
doctor? Penicillin remained a tfaboo in
Bhavnagar for months and people shunned it.
Only after a year when people heard of
miraculous recoveries affected by the drug
in other towns, they attributed the demise
of George IV to God's will and Penicillin
regained its rightful status in Bhavnagar.

24



When Stella Bai got the insurance money,
she remembered the talk with my father.
She made up her mind not to have insurance
when she had acquired the fifth husband.
And she did get him, in the form of the
aforementioned Locomotive Engineer. They
got married. Bhavnagar christened him
George the Fifth and Stella Bai was
nicknamed ‘Draupadi’, a very pious woman
who was time-shared by her five husbands
as depicted in Hindus' epic story of
Mahabharata.

Stella Bai once came to my father. "I am
khub upset about two things Mr. Ratibhai.”
My father sat up straight in his chair
wondering ‘'what the heck happened now?’
Stella continued, "People call me Draupadi.
But did I ever have five husbands at a time
as Draupadi did? Only one at a time! No
consideration for that at all?” My father
had an understanding look on his face. In a
conspiratorial fone he explained, "Look,
these are difficult times for the town, since
there hasn't been a good movie for last two
months, people are restless and you came in
handy. Just wait a while, soon there will be a
new good movie and it all shall be forgotten.
Great are the fruits of patience.”

Stella Bai visibly relaxed. After a breather,
she lodged another plight. "You advised me
not to take out insurance for my husband,
remember? So I didn't insure George this
time. But yesterday, he suggested that we
should take out a policy on my lifel He is
serious. What's to happen to me.." She lay
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her head on her folded hands and started
sobbing.

My father rang for the peon to quickly fetch
a glass of cold water. Also he asked him to
get two hot cups of tea later on. My father
knew that these Christian folks liked their
tea with something sweet on the side, so he
ordered two squares of dudhi halawa.
Meanwhile, wheels spinning in his mind spun
up a solution. "Worry not one bit, Stella Bai.
All is going to be fine. Look, for insurance
you will have to go for a medical examination.
Dr. Harihar is a friend of mine. Go to him. I
will give him a hint. Nobody will give you
insurance after that, I promise.”

Dr. Harihar gave a long Latin name
something like ‘Melingerophilia’ which shook
up the insurance guys as well as George V to
their bones. Stella never got the insurance
but George the Fifth started taking extra
tender loving care of Stella. The London
resident George the Fifth died and stopped
ruling, the sun took a sabbatical from the
British Empire, but our George V lived a long
and happy life with Stella Bai.

The story goes on that on a top shelf of an
almirah, between two covers of an old Bible,
Stella Bai kept a copy of Bhagawat Geeta .
But many a stories come and go on a daily
basis in Bhavnagar, it would be foolish to
give much credence to every one.
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Jitt Bhatt (Bhavnagar)

I am studying under Harish Mahuvakar. I too
happened to read your story "Ulfatna Rasta Nirala"
which is very nice and at the sametime very funny.
Please do continue writing. We will collect them
from Kesuda and read.

Harish Mahuvakar (Bhavnagar)

On last Thursday May 6th, Ajay Oza read your story
"ULFAT NA RASTA NIRALA" in Bhavnagar
Gadya Sabha. I run a small group "Preet Creation"
which meets every Tuesday evening 5. P.M at my
place. I read the same story before my students over
there. All of them like the story very much.

The simplicity of your language is noteworthy. Your
skill is noticed in bringing the end with an arrow
like pace, feelings and sensitivities are strongly
portrayed. Those who are familiar with Bhavnagar
will get an extra kick. Characters unfold and emerge in
a new way. Congratulations!

Mahendra Shah (Pittsburg PA)

I liked the article "Boda Matala Ane Khota Katala" on
March issue.

Harkant Dave Carbondale, NY

I was introduced to Kesuda by Radhekant Dave and got
to read it today. congratulation for publishing a nice
magazine.

Me and my wife Jayshree are both retired. We are fond
of Gujarati literature and wish to write for Kesuda.
sefl Hedl, ouleeHiz, Hila«s

8L 518 HERIR ANgH Alsdl FellA Hen 2l-iesdl eorasl Wil
oflogell €lg, Sl 2l el Ballreusl aldl *Gesdl 2wl
M aifla 2Aqedl. vean welld o 4 a1 - vidul
odd Ulaxidl FH Hladl-ug-l ol 51218 21! sesedl ar
2L dldl qizfl! el tidl aglaal sau usdl uig ued Ll
MUARIR’ A BBl AHRS 92 Al 2y, Hadl
v qgEdl o dladl v AL HEaHERA Ml ol
e Y615 ABUR - Al 2 ULl AARSIAL % Yol
Alsedl! oiaui Wl [Araadidl 24dl 21 29! oidxdl
1 dy ULl citasRAlL L8l st [adl, Ridl 2
A sl -l gMdl ... quial QAL dl wieidl bl
AU Ve 9l Ars A Auls GuALAAl Wl YRdl <41y, -
wa.

Harshvadan Vaishnav , Mumbai

Got the May issue of Kesuda in pdf format. That
is a big step ahead! Now one can easily download
and read it at leisure.

Thanks a lot for this development.
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