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Darshana Gurjar

This article 'nirAlambA sarasavaTl' is so true. It has been
years, still I see same course/syllabus for many schools,
colleges.

India is so so slow to accept and to apply changes.

Thanks for Sanghrelu Sukh too, it's very touchy!

Sudhir Patel

I just read the 31st issue (September 04) of 'Kesuda' and found
it very interesting. I liked almost all sections of 'Kesuda',
particularly the poems and the stories the most.

Samir Joshi

Many thanks and congratulations for Kesuda - as you say -
Bapo , Bapo !

First time I saw it a month back and was awake late night
reading all the past isuues. The main reason for this my note is
to provide feedback about Unicode experiment in the last
issue.l view the stories with IE 6 and Mozilla Firefox without
problem on Win XP. But I think Win 85/98 people will have
problem.

I am a software engineer too, and hate the situation that there
is no universal interface good enough for Gujrarti computing .
I had installed GujWritey but have not used it. There are
plenty of efforts in this direction but I think for near term we
need KScript like approach. Currently I am in Boston but will
move back to Vadodara after next week. Some people there
are involved with localization/ Indic computing etc. It has been
long time my dream to have different portal websites for
Gujarat e.g. to deal with crisis such as Kutchh earthquake or
riots, literature site like bartleby.com, collaborative /volunteer
supported effort to digitize copyright expired classics and
translation of classic works from other languages....

Could I look up to you for some help on this front ?
(Absolutely and wish you luck in the project. Kumar is coming
out with a 5-CD archive of all issues of Kumar starting from
the first one, for a price of mere Rs.1500. I do hope others will

N . . N
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follow. But I also hope that someone will sort out the font
mess before the malaise pervades CD archival too. Also,please
send me your latest Email address. Kishor Raval)

Rita Avashiya

I read "sangharelu sukh" with keen interest. I work as
substitute teacher and face all the issues described in the story.
I had to move to Kansas city recently from West Virginia.
Naturally leaving home of 30 years was heart breaking. When
I was telling my students how upset I was about the move,
sweet Machila raised her hand and empathised with me
because she was moving too.

After class was dispersed, she came to me and asked me why I
was moving. I informed her that my husband was offered a
better job. I could not resist asking the reason for her move.
The answer just took my heart away. Machila had found her
drug addict mother dead when she went to wake her up and
now she had to move to Philadelphia to live with her grand
parents. How do I help this child who was all tense about the
move? My reasons for being upset about the move seemed so
moot, in light of her reason. I just gave her a big hug and my e-
mail address and phone to stay in touch with me, but little did 1
know that her grandparents may not have phone or computer. I
miss her so much, I wish I can reach out and touch her
somehow.

Amita Dvivedi (Tampa Florida)

Namaskaar...I am an avid reader of Kesuda ever since my
friend made me aware of the website. You have done an
amazing job with the web site in that it keeps getting better and
better with every edition. Do keep up the great work!

I have a query in reference to GujWritey. Using Gujwritey, 1
have compiled about 70 to 80 garbas in Gujrati language. I can
print in Gujarati and have had good results. I am wondering if
this is possible to be transferred to Microsoft Word or is this
program in any way compatible with MS Word? Is there any
way that I can directly e-mail the Gujarati document to
whomever [ want to? Do let me know.

(Sure. Just copy and paste into Word. Make sure you select
Gopika fonts...To make it readable whether or not the recipient
has Gopika, just Embed the ttf fonts. Tools-> Options-> Save .
Kishor)

Chandresh Thakore (Noth Ville MI)

was bemused by the perspectives on Kanyadaan in some of the
letters to you. Yes, our daughters grown up here would rebel
against the concept of 'property’, 'donation' etc. But, it is not
their fault. It is the result of how the so-called Joshijis and
even, some, parents take that ritual for granted and does not
take the necessary time or trouble to explain it in a manner that
it warrants .
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My perspective is very simple: the word 'daan’ does not mean
just 'donation' or 'giving away in charity'. In the larger sense, it
also means a 'gift'. It also just does not pertain to giving away a
'possession’ in a material sense. Here, again in an exalted
sense, it also means giving in gift (sharing?) a 'priceless part of
a parent's life'.

This ceremony, as I interpret, is, strictly, between the two sets
of parents. And the bride's parents are telling the groom's
parents: We have taken care of this priceless part of our lives
-- not a possession, but wealth! -- all these years. Now, we are
giving that priceless part of our lives, that wealth to you. We
wish, now, she continues to get the same care from you, as
your daughter also; in addition to our continued love and
affection, now, she gets the same love and affection from you.
Granted, in this day and age (particularly in this country), the
daughter-in-law does not live with the in-laws. Therefore,
some may be tempted to argue that this concept is out-of-date
and inappropriate. But, that is a myopic point of view. This
ceremony, simply, in a subliminal way makes daughter's in-
laws a special part of the enlarged family. It is a very touching
manifestation of the noble philosophy that a 'family' is at the
center of a human being's happiness. ... At the time of this
ceremony in my daughter's Indo-American wedding, the
serenity reflected in the eyes of her American in-laws had said
it all!
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