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"Animals have sensation and perception. Man has, in addition,
conception. When chased by wild beasts animals know how to run away
from the beasts (to save themselves). Man sit down and write
'Declaration of Indepenedence'"

It's nice thought for the 4th of July, isn't it?
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Ramesh Kajaria ( Cherry Hill NJ)

I read a few items from various issues of KESUDA in the archive and was really thrilled that
someone like you can bring memories back from the days when I was reading KUMAR magazine
as a teenager in India. The variety of pictures, paintings, poems, and short stories that you
present to the readership is of superb quality and makes the publication very interesting. You are
truly serving Gujarati literature with the sophistication of selections that are penned by
individuals with an admirable command of the language.

The eclectic nature of KESUDA is its most beautiful aspect that makes it so absorbing and
compelling.

I am gripped. Thank you for pushing me down the memory lane.

Keep up the good work!
Guilabbhai Mistry (London UK)
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I chanced to see your Kesuda website and was quite amazed at your dedication and love for
Gujarati Language and Bhavnagar.

It would not be a bad idea if you print and post it it to those who are prepared to pay a
subscription.

More Ravals like you and the Gujarati Language will never die for generations to come.

I'live in London and I am so sorry to our next generations missing out on our language.

Do you know if, like the French or other languages, there are ways to learn Gujarati with least
effort and without a teacher?

In the meantime, many congratulations on your excellent work. I am not a sarjak but only a
upasak of Gujarati language, poems and literature.

In London we have some homegrown authors who write excellet prose and poems. Last Sunday
only, we had a session of Gujarati Sahitya Acedemy where short stories by Vinay Kavi and
Vallabhdas Nandha and poems by Niranjana Desai were read. Pity that these authors have to
spend their own money to publish their work and distrubute it among friends, luckily it works
out for them dur to Pound/Rupee exchange rate.

Please keep up the good work.

(Thanks. We need more 'Gulab Mistrys' than 'Ravals' to keep Gujarati alive. We need freshness
in writing to keep next generatuion interested in the language.

For learning Gujarati try the following. I was told that somebody in Russia successfully learned
Gujarati from this site.

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/plc/gujarati/language.html

I have also seen some books and videos on the subject in Wembly stores in UK. Kishor Raval)
Bhadra VadagAmA (UK)
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(She writes in response to my story 'bhuavanmanamohini' in the issue 38)

Wow!! What description of the full beauty treatment and in a language and style that gripped me
totally. I would have never known the words that the writer has used for some of the gadgets -
like "BilRugL . dls, s89 U3, otg Aexdlell ouuél sl Al uylalg ael s ©.

Thoroughly enjoyed the article. I feel sorry for Narabdi's husband for not being able to enjoy his

wife's beauty transformation even for a short while!! {10 v« [as my sasuma would have
said!]

Al AL 9 5 1AL 21l 6y2) lesiedl [BaiieuSHl 2uedl oflaiqeaizl wulddl suiel
Holl? 2 [ARUg] v R 9 2l lsoll ogd d uel 218l ANdgAMHA Sl 24 Jd vy
9! [seReus, g di wel AR, ullgdlz, dlguol s1y 9 5 97

I will have to read your collection Bhanvagarna now.

(Do read the book, I recommend it highly! Since you insist I will tell my secrets. I research a bit to
be credible...and in an issue like this I get invaluable help from my wife, Kokila. Kishor Raval )

Natavar Gandhi (Washington DC)

(Again in response to my story 'bhuavanmanamohini' Natavar Gandhi writes)

This is getting better and better. Enjoyed it very much! Also enjoyed Dhiru Parikh's review of
books by Kishor Raval and Harnish Jani in the latest Kumar. As I look at the Kumar issue alone,
I see names of NRI Gujarati writers--Pritam Lakhlani, Harnish Jani, Kishor Raval and Preety
Sengupta. It looks as if we have arrived! Best wishes.

Haider Ali Jivani (Texas)
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(Again in response to my story 'bhuavanmanamohini' Haider Aliwrites)

To sum up Kishor Raval as just a Gujarati story teller would be an understatement.

In this story, he stands apart from the class as does this Bhuvanmanmohini from the zurapo
stories.

The quest for beauty depicted in successive word pictures ends in ---what? ultimate rejection?

You may not agree with the simple minded bharvad but you can't help laughing and at the same
time feeling sorry for his sense of loss.

Here, in places far away from what they regarded their homes, many people shed sentimental
tears for the things they miss.

But Kishor shows us in his playful ways how far the metamorphosis has gone to the point of no
return and also how short it has fallen to be 'acceptable'.

Even if we don't go so deep in our samixa we can enjoy the humor of the beauty treament and the
aftermath.

(I understand your point about Bharavad's mind set but while we seek variety, we crave for
predictability, constancy in certain things and to that extent I feel pleasantly excited about his
reaction and am not upset at the jadabharaT.

Yes, I wish people would not just write it off as a story but think of relations in our life and to
realize how comforting we find them, and revel in them...Kishor Raval)

Urmila Jhaveri (Memphis TN)
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(Again in response to my story 'bhuavanmanamohini' Urmila Jhaveri writes)

This beauti-parlor story took me back to my childhood. How innocent and simple people were
(and are), as you go to smaller towns.

I spent many, almost all summer vacations in Palanpur( small village-Sagarasana). And
remember going to khetar early with my father, then pluck bhindi etc. and eat them raw and
often bathe in KUNDI as water was fetched from well and poured on my head in the Kundi.

How innocent and almost pure those people were (and still are)!

I enjoyed the kathiawadi bhasha. It's the sweetest gujarati bhasha.

(This Bhavnagari salutes you for the kindest word about how we express ourselves. Kishor
Raval).



